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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.   
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SUMMARY:  





This change proposes to amend the definition of the word “roadway” to emphasize that bicycle travel on sidewalks and shoulders is not required.

DISCUSSION: 

The proposed revisions are marked below. The words “where” and “may be” were added to emphasize that although bicycle travel on sidewalks and shoulders is often permitted it must never be expected or required. This is because bicycle travel on sidewalks is known to be dangerous and must not be encouraged. In addition, bicycle travel on shoulders is not safe in places where crossing and turning traffic is common.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 1-186 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue 

§ 1-186-Roadway

That portion of a highway improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk, berm or shoulder, even where such sidewalk, berm or shoulder may be used by persons riding bicycles or other human powered vehicles. In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term "roadway" as used herein shall refer to any such roadway separately but not to all such roadways collectively.
Page 1of 2

