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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.   
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SUMMARY:  





This change proposes to add the definition “electrically-assisted bicycle” to Chapter 1 of the Uniform Vehicle Code. 

DISCUSSION: 

With improvements in battery, motor and control technology, bicycles with low-powered electric motors to assist the rider in propulsion are becoming common. Their speed capability is low and they are quiet and non-polluting, so they are acceptable on paths open to bicycles, but where gasoline-powered vehicles would be unwelcome. The proposed new definition below is based on the wording which the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission uses to define these vehicles and establish safety standards for them: see http://www.cpsc.gov/businfo/frnotices/fr03/low.html
RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

The UVC is proposed to be modified to add the following section. Insertions are shown in underline blue.

§ 1-(new)-Electrically-assisted bicycle

Every vehicle upon which any person may ride, and propelled by the operator, having two tandem wheels and an electric motor, whose maximum speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely by such a motor while ridden by an operator who weighs 170 pounds, is less than 20 mph.
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