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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.
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This change modifies the restriction on following too closely for bicyclists. 

DISCUSSION: 

There is no safety reason to apply this provision to drivers of non-motorized vehicles. The current version of this section could be misinterpreted to make illegal the long established practice of close following and paceline bicycle riding. 

Due to the unenclosed and silent operation of the bicycle, operators are able to communicate verbally with one another. Each bicyclist will, in turn, drop back from the front to the rear of the group so that all take turns pulling for the group. This practice allows bicyclists to avoid exhaustion when facing headwinds, to form shorter groups, which are easier to overtake, and to maintain a higher speed, reducing inconvenience to other vehicle operators. The proposed added part (d) would permit close following when both the lead and following bicyclist consent and when it is reasonably safe, and would assign responsibility for accidents in which it is a proximate cause.

In case of a collision, the following cyclist is the one who suffers for following too closely, not the one being followed, as is the case with motor vehicles. Safe following is therefore self-enforcing.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-310 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§
ll—310-Following too closely

(a) The driver of a vehicle shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent, having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and the condition of the highway.

(b) Whenever conditions permit, the driver of any truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle when traveling upon a roadway outside of a business or residence district and which is following another truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, shall leave sufficient space so that an overtaking vehicle may enter and occupy such space without danger, except that this shall not prevent a truck or motor vehicle drawing another vehicle from overtaking and passing any vehicle or combination of vehicles.

(c) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business or residence district in a caravan or motorcade whether or not towing other vehicles shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space between each such vehicle or combination of vehicles so as to enable any other vehicle to enter and occupy such space without danger. This provision shall not apply to funeral processions.

(d) The operator of a bicycle may follow another bicycle closely only if both operators consent, except when traffic or roadway conditions make this unduly hazardous.  Any following bicycle operator injured in an accident resulting from such close following shall be deemed to have contributed to the accident to the extent that the close following was a proximate cause of the accident.
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