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NOTE: The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) was created by the Executive Committee as an adhoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes the “Rules of the Road” of the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC).  This occurred because the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO) went into hiatus pending a viable funding source in June of 2009.  This left a void that the NCUTCD believes needs to be filled, and no other technical or professional group came forward to fund such an activity.  Even copies of the previous UVC are no longer available to provide guidance on such model laws and rules to States and local governments.  As individual changes are proposed and approved by sponsors and the NCUTCD, they will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as recommendations of the Committee.   The recommendations are not part of the MUTCD and as such have no status with the FHWA.  

The RORC contains representatives of each of the Technical Committees. 
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NCUTCD Rules of the Road Committee

AFFECTED SECTIONS OF UVC:
 11-313

SUMMARY:  





This change establishes conditions under which bicyclists may ride on the shoulder of a controlled-access highway.

DISCUSSION: 

19 states permit bicycle travel on the shoulders of some limited-access highways; many additional states permit acess on express state highways with partial control of access. The very wide shoulders of many of these highways  allow safe bicycle travel despite the high speed of motor traffic. Research has shown no greater risk to bicyclists on shoulders of limited-access highways than on on other roads more typically used by bicyclists. In some places, where there is no reasonable alternative route, or no alternative route at all, the language added in (c) will prevent serious inconvenience to cyclists. Note also that Federal law prohibits the closing of an important  route for bicyclists, as may happen when a highway is upgraded to controlled access, and that shoulder access is often more economical, more practical, convenient and safer than construction of an alternate route, typically a path paralleling the roadway. For examples, see pages linked at http://john-s-allen.com/galleries/franconia/index.htm
RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-313 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§
11-313 Restrictions on use of controlled-access roadway

(a) The (State highway commission) by resolution or order entered in its minutes, and local authorities by ordinance, may regulate or prohibit the use of any controlled-access roadway (or highway) within their  respective jurisdictions by any class or kind of traffic which is found to be incompatible with the normal and safe movement of traffic.

(b) The (State highway commission) or the local authority adopting any such prohibition shall erect and maintain official traffic-control devices on the controlled-access highway on which such prohibitions are applicable and when in place no person shall disobey the restrictions stated on such devices.

(c) Notwithstanding section (a) above, operators of bicycles shall be permitted to operate on the shoulder of a controlled-access highway where no other reasonably practicable route exists, proceeding in the same direction as traffic in the adjacent travel lanes, unless an engineering study determines such use is incompatible with the normal and safe movement of that traffic.
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