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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.
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The proposed new section would relax the requirement for bicyclists to stop at stop signs.

DISCUSSION:
A stop sign imposes two requirements: stopping, and yielding right of way. Yielding is what prevents collisions. It is advantageous for a bicyclist to remain balanced on the bicycle, with both feet on the pedals, in order to accelerate faster and be better able to yield by crossing an intersection in less time. A bicyclist’s coming to a full stop at a stop sign and putting a foot down is often not required in order for the bicyclist to yield right of way, due to the bicyclists’ eyes’ being near the front of the bicycle.

The proposed revisions are marked below.  This change would allow bicyclists and operators of human-powered vehicles to enter an intersection at a stop sign after slowing to a reasonable speed and yielding right of way. The wording is based on the Idaho statute, see http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title49/T49CH7SECT49-720PrinterFriendly.htm
RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-403 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§
11—403—Stop signs and yield signs

(a) Preferential right of way may be indicated by stop signs or yield signs as authorized in § 15—109 of this code.

(b) Except when directed to proceed by a police officer, every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it. After having stopped, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time when such driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways. Such driver shall yield the right of way to pedestrians within an adjacent crosswalk.

(c) A person operating a bicycle or human-powered vehicle approaching a stop sign shall slow down and, if required for safety, stop before entering the intersection. After slowing to a reasonable speed or stopping, the person shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another highway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time the person is moving across or within the intersection or junction of highways, except that a person after slowing to a reasonable speed and yielding the right-of-way if required, may cautiously make a turn or proceed through the intersection without stopping.

(d) (c)
The driver of vehicle approaching a yield sign shall in obedience to such sign slow down to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions, and if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering it.  After slowing or stopping, the driver shall yield the right of way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving across or within the intersection or junction of roadways. Such driver shall yield the right of way to pedestrians within an adjacent crosswalk. If such a driver after driving past a yield sign is involved in a collision with a vehicle in the intersection or junction of roadways or with a pedestrian in an adjacent crosswalk, such collision shall be deemed prima facie evidence of the driver’s failure to yield right of way.

(e) (d)
Except when directed to proceed by a police officer, every driver of a vehicle approaching a stop sign located at a railroad crossing shall stop at the clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the crossing, or if none, then within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for signals indicating the approach of a train or other vehicle, and shall not proceed until it is safe to do so. After stopping as required herein and proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will be no necessity for manually changing gears while traversing such crossing, and the driver shall not manually shift gears while crossing the track or tracks.

(f) (e)
The driver of a vehicle approaching a yield sign located at a railroad crossing shall, in obedience to such sign, slow down to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions, and if required for safety to stop, shall stop at the clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the crossing, or if none, then within 50 feet but not less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of such railroad, and while so stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any approaching train or other vehicle and for signals indicating the approach of a train or other vehicle, and shall not proceed until it is safe to do so.

(g) (f)
If a full stop for safety is not required, the driver shall yield the right of way to any train or other vehicle within the crossing or approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time such driver is moving across or within the crossing.  If such driver is involved in a collision with a train or other vehicle in the crossing after driving past the yield sign, such collision shall be deemed prima facie evidence of the drivers failure to yield right of way.

(h) (g)
After stopping or slowing as required herein and proceeding when it is safe to do so, the driver of any vehicle shall cross only in such gear of the vehicle that there will be no necessity for manually changing gears while traversing such crossing, and driver shall not manually shift gears while crossing, the track or tracks.
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