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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.
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SUMMARY:  





This change proposes to allow bicyclists to make the stop or decrease speed signal with the right hand, and excuses bicyclists from signaling when both hands must be on the handlebar.

DISCUSSION: 

The left hand is the only hand which the operator of an enclosed motor vehicle can extend out a window. The left side is the only side which a following operator can usually see. A bicyclist suffers no such limitations. The onus should be on the bicyclist to give a visible signal, notwithstanding the shape or size of the bicycle, or which hand is used.   The signal should preferably be given with the arm closest to conflicting traffic.

If the bicyclist is preparing to merge to the right or is slowing at the left side of a one-way street, a signal with the right hand is more visible to operators behind the bicyclist than one with the left hand. 

The bicyclist may also need to keep the left hand on the handlebar for control of the bicycle: for example, to operate a brake or shift lever, or to sound a bell. Allowing the use of the right hand for the stop or decrease speed signal preserves these options. The UVC already allows bicyclists to make a right-turn signal with the right hand, and so the right-handed stop or decrease-speed signal does not require any great leap of understanding. This provision has been in Massachusetts General Laws, Ch. 85, § 11B at least since 1973.

A bicyclist, in addition, should be excused from signaling when both hands must remain on the handlebar.  In practice, this is not a significant limitation because operators behind the bicyclist can see past the bicyclist and determine the need to stop or decrease speed; because the bicyclist's ceasing pedaling indicates that the bicyclist intends to slow or stop; and because the bicyclist’s position on the roadway and turning of the head serve as signals of the intent to merge or turn. Many states already have this provision.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-606 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§
11-606—Method of giving hand-and-arm signals

All hand—and-arm signals shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner and such signals shall indicate as follows:

1.
Left turn—Hand and arm extended horizontally.

2.
Right turn—Hand and arm extended upward.

3.
Stop or decrease speed—Hand and arm extended downward.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, a person operating a bicycle may give a right turn signal by extending the right hand and arm horizontally and to the right side of the bicycle, and a stop or decrease speed signal with the right hand and arm extended downward. The signal is not required to be continuous. A bicycle operator is not required to make a signal if the bicycle is in a designated turn lane or if no other driver’s operation would be affected, and a signal need not be given when the operator's hands are needed for the safe operation of the bicycle.
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