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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.
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SUMMARY:  





This change allows merging early, as is sometimes necessary

DISCUSSION: 

The revision to section (b) clarifies the movements to be made in a two-step left turn by placing the cyclist in a safe position for through travel. The new section (c) is needed because it can take some time (and distance on the road) to merge to the turn lane, depending on traffic. Sometimes, a courteous driver will give way. In such cases, the cyclist will enter the turn lane early, possibly before the place indicated by pavement markings.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-1208 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§
11-1208 Left turns

(a)
A person riding a bicycle or a moped intending to turn left shall may follow a course described in § 11-601 or as described in subsection (b).

(b)
A person riding a bicycle or a moped intending to turn left shall approach the turn as close as practicable to the right curb or edge of the roadway. After proceeding across the intersecting roadway to the far corner of the curb or intersection of the roadway edges, the bicyclist or moped driver shall stop, as much as practicable out of the way of traffic. After stopping the bicyclist or moped driver shall yield to any traffic proceeding in either direction along the roadway the bicyclist had been using. After yielding, and complying with any official traffic control device or police officer regulating traffic on the highway along which he or she intends to proceed, the bicyclist or moped driver may proceed in the new direction. at an intersection may, if the rightmost lane of the intersecting roadway from which a through movement is permitted is not occupied by a vehicle waiting to enter the intersection, proceed into the intersection as if making a through movement, stop in the rightmost lane of the intersecting roadway from which a through movement is permitted, turn the bicycle or moped into the through direction on that roadway, and complying with any official traffic control device or police officer regulating traffic on the new highway, proceed in the new direction.

(c)
Notwithstanding the provisions of section 11-201 (a), the operator of a bicycle may merge into position for a left turn in advance of a designated left turn lane. 

(c) (d) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, the state highway commission and local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause official traffic-control devices to be placed and thereby require and direct that a specific course be traveled by turning bicycles or mopeds, and when such devices are so placed, no person shall turn a bicycle or a moped other than as directed and required by such devices.
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