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NOTE: In 2009, the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordinances (NCUTLO), which developed and maintained the Uniform Vehicle Code (UVC), went into hiatus. This left a void that the NCUTCD believes must be filled in order for its goal of uniformity of traffic control devices to be achieved and to provide guidance on model laws and rules for States and local governments. The Rules of the Road Committee (RORC) is an ad hoc committee of the NCUTCD to address changes to the “Rules of the Road” of the UVC.

Final recommended UVC content, as approved at a regular meeting of the NCUTCD, will be posted on the NCUTCD web site as model law for use by States and local jurisdictions wishing to have their Rules of the Road consistent with the national standard.  The recommendations, not being a part of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, have no status with the FHWA.
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SUMMARY:  





This change adds language necessary for safe operation of bicycles on sidewalks

DISCUSSION: 

The existing wording of the UVC does not require bicyclists to operate at safe speeds on sidewalks or when entering crosswalks. In states where bicycles are not defined as vehicles, the restrictions in (c) and (d) must apply to bicycle traffic as well as vehicular traffic.

RECOMMENDED CHANGES:

Section 11-1209 of the UVC is proposed to be modified as follows. Deletions from the 2000 UVC text are noted in strikethrough red, and insertions in underline blue.

§ 11-1209 Bicycles and human powered vehicles on sidewalks

(a)
A person propelling riding a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk, or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk, shall yield the right of way to any pedestrian and shall give audible signal before overtaking and passing such pedestrian. This audible signal may be given by the voice or by a bell or other warning device capable of giving an audible signal and shall be given at such a distance and in such a manner as not to startle the person or persons being overtaken and passed.

(b)
A person shall not ride a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk, or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk, where such use of bicycles is prohibited by official traffic-control devices.

(c)
A person shall not operate a bicycle from a sidewalk so as to suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and move into the path of a vehicle that is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard.

(d)
No person shall drive or operate a vehicle upon or along a sidewalk or shared pedestrian facility, or across a roadway upon or along a crosswalk, unless vehicles of that class are authorized by statute or by a posted traffic control device to be driven or operated upon or along a sidewalk or shared pedestrian facility or across a roadway upon or along a crosswalk.

(e)
No person shall operate a bicycle on a sidewalk in excess of an ordinary walking speed when approaching or entering a crosswalk, approaching or crossing a driveway or crossing a curb cut or pedestrian ramp if a vehicle is approaching the crosswalk, driveway, curb cut or pedestrian ramp. This paragraph does not require reduced speeds for bicycles when other vehicles are not present.

(c) (f) A  person propelling a vehicle by human power riding a bicycle upon and along a sidewalk, or across a roadway upon and along a crosswalk, shall have all the rights and duties applicable to a pedestrian under the same circumstances.

(g)
The driver or operator of any vehicle so authorized when driving or operating said vehicle upon or along a sidewalk, or shared pedestrian facility, or across a roadway upon or along a crosswalk, shall first obey all traffic control devices posted to regulate, warn, or guide drivers or operators of that class of vehicle and second shall obey all traffic control devices posted to regulate, warn or guide pedestrians, except for those provisions which by their very nature can have no application.
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